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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend Claims 1 through 63 as indicated below. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
computer system programmed to: 

display to each particular user of a plurality of users A in response to a 
upon e ach us e r's request by the particular user to ship a particular respective 
package, a simultaneous preview of shipping rates for th e part i cu l ar us e r to sh i p 
a particu l ar packag e, said simultaneous preview of shipping rates comprising a 
carrier-specific service-specific shipping rate for each delivery service of a 
plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of a plurality of carriers to 
ship the particular respective package according to a set of package 
specifications for the particular respective package, wherein each particular user 
accesses the computer system over a global communications network using a 
respective client computer device, and wherein each respective client computer 
device us e r hav i ng an indiv i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on is communicatively 
connected to the global communications network. 

2. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
computer system programmed to: 

ca l cu la t e for each particular user of a plurality of usersj upon] in response 
to a request by the particular userf each user's reauestl to ship a particular 
respective parcel, calculate a shipping rate for each delivery service of a plurality 
of delivery services offered by each carrier of a plurality of carriers , said shipping 
rate for shipping [a]the particular respective parcel according to a set of parcel 
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characteristics shipping rules for the particular carrier according to a set of 
pricing rules for each particular delivery service offered by the particular carrier 
according to a set of parcel specifications for the particular respective parcel and 
according to an origin zip code and a destination zip code , wherein each user of 
the plurality of users accesses the computer system over a global 
communications network using a respective client computer device, and w herein 
each [user] respective client computer device hav i ng an i nd i vidua l ele ctronic 
conn e ct i on is communicatively connected to the global communications network. 

3. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
computer system programmed to: 

d e t e rm i n e for each particular user of a plurality of users a [upon]_in 
response to a reguest by the particular user e ach us e r's r e gu e s t to ship a 
particular respective parcel, determine a cross-comparison delivery rate schedule 
preview, said cross-comparison delivery rate schedule preview comprising a 
shipping rate, a delivery date and a delivery time for each delivery service of a 
plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of a plurality of carriers for 
shipping fait he particula r respective parcel , said shipping rate, delivery date and 
delivery time determined according to a set of parcel characteristics shipping 
rules for the particular carrier and according to a set of pricing rules and to a set 
of delivery schedules for each particular delivery service offered by the particular 
carrier according to a set of parcel specifications for the particular respective 
parcel and according to an origin postal code and a destination postal code , 
wherein each use r of the plurality of users accesses the computer system over a 
global communications network using a respective client computer device, and 
wherein each [user] respective client computer device hav i ng an indiv i dua l 
ele ctronic conn e ct i on is communicatively connected to the global 
communications network. 

4. (Currently Amended) A computer system for displaying to each particular 
user of a plurality of usersfupon] , in response to a reguest by each particular user 
to ship a particular respective package, e ach us e r's r e gu e st a preview of shipping 
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rates for the particular user to ship [a]the particular respective package, wherein 
each particular use r of the plurality of users remotely accesses the computer 
system over a global communications network using a respective client computer 
device, and wherein each fuserl respective client computer device is 
communicatively connected having an ind i v i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to the 
global communications network, said computer system programmed to: 

calculate^ for each delivery service of a plurality of delivery services 
offered by each carrier of a plurality of carriers^ a shipping rate for shipping the 
particular parc el respective package according to a set of parcel characteristics 
shipping rules for the particular carrier and according to a set of pricing rules for 
each particular delivery service offered by the particular carrier as applied to a 
set of parcel specifications for the particular respective package parc el input by 
the particular user and as applied to an origin postal code and a destination 
postal code input by the particular user; and 

generate an online cross- comparison display of the calculated shipping 
rates to a display monitor configured with the respective client computer device 
of the particular user. 

i 

5. (Currently Amended) The computer system of Claim 4, said computer 
system programmed to: 

determine a delivery schedule for each delivery service of the plurality of 
delivery services offered by each carrier of the plurality of carriers for shipping 
the particular pafeet respective package . 

6. (Currently Amended) The computer system of Claim 5 wherein the 
generated online cross- comparison display further comprises a schedule of 
delivery times for each of the delivery services for delivering the particular 
respective package. 

7. (Currently Amended) A computer system for previewing shipping rates for 
shipping each of a p l ura li ty of parcel[s] to be shipped by fonel each respective 
user of a plurality of users accord i ng to a plura li ty of carri e rs , wherein each user 
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accesses the computer system over a global communications network using a 
respective client computer device, and wherein each respective fuserl client 
computer device hav i ng an i nd i v i dual o l ectron i o conn e ction is communicatively 
connected to the global communications network, said computer system 
programmed to: 

collect as parcel specifications for a particular respective parcel, a user 
input from one particular respective user of the plurality of users wherein said 
user input comprises[ing] at least one of: a package type, package dimensions, 
a_package weight, and a value of the particular respective parcel: 

collect from the particular respective user a user input of an origin zip code 
and an e x e mp l ary a destination zip code; and 

generate an online comparison display^ to a display monitor configured 
with the [user] respective client computer device of the particular respective user, 
the online comparison display comprising a preview of shipping rates for a 
plurality of delivery services offered by a plurality of carriers for shipping the 
particular respective parcel, wherein said preview otshipping rates afeis 
calculated according to a set of parcel characteristics shipping rules for each 
respective carrier of the plurality of carriers and according to a set of pricing rules 
for each respective delivery service of the plurality of services offered by each 
particular respective carrier as applied to the parcel specifications and as applied 
to the origin zip code and the e x e mp l ary destination zip code. 

8. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system programmed to: 

compare each shipping rate for sh i pp i ng a part i cu l ar parc el w i th each 
delivery service of a plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of a 
plurality of carriers to ship a particular parcel having particular parcel 
specifications w ith a shipping rate for shipp i ng th e part i cular parc el w i th each 
other delivery service of the plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier 
of a plurality of carriers to ship the particular parcel . 



9. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
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Claim 8, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

determine the delivery service and the carrier that offer [the]a lowest 
shipping rate. 

10. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 9, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

generate a report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the 
lowest shipping rate. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 1 0 wherein said report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the 
lowest shipping rate comprises a visual display. 

12. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 1 0 wherein said report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the 
lowest shipping rate comprises an audible announcement. 

13. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 10 wherein said report comprises a visual display of a graphic 
representation of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the lowest 
shipping rate and of the lowest shipping rate. 

14. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 10 wherein said report comprises an audible announcement of the name 
of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the lowest shipping rate and of 
the lowest shipping rate. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system programmed to: 

compare each delivery schedule for sh i pp i ng a part i cu l ar parc el w i th each 
delivery service of a plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of a 
plurality of carriers to ship a particular parcel having particular parcel 
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specifications with a delivery schedule for shipping the particular parcel with via 
each other delivery service of th e plura li ty of s e rvic e s offered by each carrieref-a 
p l ura l ity of carri e rs . 

16. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 15, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

determine the delivery service and the carrier that offer [thelan earliest 
delivery schedule. 

17. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 16, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

generate a report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the 
earliest delivery schedule. 

18. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 1 7 wherein said report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the 
earliest delivery schedule comprises a visual display. 

19. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 1 7 wherein said report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the 
earliest delivery schedule comprises an audible announcement. 

20. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 17 wherein said report comprises a visual display of a graphic 
representation of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the earliest 
delivery schedule and of the earliest delivery schedule. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 17 wherein said report comprises an audible announcement of the name 
of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the earliest delivery schedule and 
of the earliest delivery schedule. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of packaqes parcols sh i pped by any ono of a plural i ty of 
carr ie rs , the method comprising: 

displaying to each particular user of a plurality of users A in response to a 
upon oach us e r's request by the particular user to ship a particular respective 
package, a simultaneous preview of shipping rates for th e part i cu l ar us e r to sh i p 
a part i cu l ar pack a g e, said simultaneous preview of shipping rates comprising a 
carrier-specific service-specific shipping rate for each delivery service of a 
plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of a plurality of carriers to 
ship the particular respective package according to a set of package 
specifications for the particular respective package, w herein each particular user 
accesses the computer system over a global communications network using a 
respective client computer device, and wherein each respective client computer 
device Hiserl hav i ng an ind i v i dua l o l octron i c conn e ct i on is communicatively 
connected to the global communications network. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of parcels shipped by any on e of a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs , the 
method comprising: 

ca l cu l at i ng for each particular user of a plurality of usersj upon] in 
response to a reguest by the particular userf each user's requestl to ship a 
particular respective parcel, calculating a shipping rate for each delivery service 
of a plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of a plurality of carriers^ 
said shipping rate for shipping falthe particular respective parcel calculated 
according to a set of parcel characteristics shipping rules for the particular 
carrier, according to a set of pricing rules for each particular delivery service 
offered by the particular carrier according to a set of parcel specifications for the 
particular respective parcel and according to an origin zip code and a destination 
zip code , wherein each user of the plurality of users accesses the computer 
system over a global communications network using a respective client computer 
device, and wherein each fuser| respective client computer device hav i ng an 
i nd i vidua l o l octron i c conn e ct i on is communicatively connected t o the global 
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communications network. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of parcels sh i pped by any ono of a plural i ty of carr ie rs , the 
method comprising: 

d e t e rm i n i ng for each particular user of a plurality of usersjuponjjn 
response to a request by the particular user e ach us e r's r e qu e st to ship a 
particular respective parcel, determining a cross-comparison delivery rate 
schedule preview, said cross-comparison delivery rate schedule preview 
comprising a shipping rate, a delivery date and a delivery time for each delivery 
service of a plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of a plurality of 
carriers for shipping falthe particula r respective parcel , said shipping rate, 
delivery date and delivery time determined according to a set of parcel 
characteristics shipping rules for the particular carrier and according to a set of 
pricing rules and to a set of delivery schedules for each particular delivery service 
offered by the particular carrier according to a set of parcel specifications for the 
particular respective parcel and according to an origin postal code and a 
destination postal code , wherein each use r of the plurality of users accesses the 
computer system over a global communications network using a respective client 
computer device, and wherein each [user] respective client computer device 
hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on is communicatively connected to the 
global communications network. 

25. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for displaying to 
each particular user of a plurality of users[ upon 1 , in response to a reguest by 
each particular user to ship a particular respective package, e ach us e r's r e gu e st 
a preview of shipping rates for the particular user to ship Falthe particular 
respective package, wherein each particular use r of the plurality of users 
remotely accesses the computer system over a global communications network 
using a respective client computer device, and wherein each luserl respective 
client computer device is communicatively connected having an indiv i dua l 
ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to the global communications network, said method 
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comprising: 

calculating^ for each delivery service of a plurality of delivery services 
offered by each carrier of a plurality of carriers,, a shipping rate for shipping the 
particular pafGet respective package according to a set of parcel characteristics 
shipping rules for the particular carrier and according to a set of pricing rules for 
each particular delivery service offered by the particular carrier as applied to a 
set of parcel specifications for the particular respective package e afcel- input by 
the particular user and as applied to an origin postal code and a destination 
postal code input by the particular user; and 

generating an online cross- comparison display of the calculated shipping 
rates to a display monitor configured with the respective client computer device 
of the particular user. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 25, said method further 
comprising: 

determining a delivery schedule for each delivery service of the plurality of 
delivery services offered by each carrier of the plurality of carriers for shipping 
the particular respective packagep areet. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 26 wherein the generated 
online cross- comparison display further comprises a schedule of delivery times 
for each of the delivery services for delivering the particular respective package. 

28. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for previewing 
shipping rates for shipping each of a p l ural i ty of parcel[s] to be shipped by 
[onel each respective user of a plurality of users accord i ng to a p l ura li ty of 
c a rr iers, wherein each user accesses the computer system over a global 
communications network using a respective client computer device, and wherein 
each respective liiserl client computer device hav i ng an i ndiv i dual e l e ctron i c 
conn e ction is communicatively connected to the global communications network, 
said method comprising: 
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collecting as parcel specifications for a particular respective parcel a user 
input from one particular respective user of the plurality of users wherein said 
user input comprises[ing] at least one of: a package type, package dimensions, 
a_package weight, and a value of the particular respective parcel; 

collecting from the particular respective user a user input of an origin zip 
code and an e x e mp l ary a destination zip code; and 

generating an online comparison display^ to a display monitor configured 
with the [user] respective client computer device of the particular respective user, 
the online comparison display comprising a preview of shipping rates for a 
plurality of delivery services offered by a plurality of carriers for shipping the 
particular respective parcel, wherein said preview of_shipping rates afeis 
calculated according to a set of parcel characteristics shipping rules for each 
respective carrier of the plurality of carriers and according to a set of pricing rules 
for each respective delivery service of the plurality of services offered by each 
particular respective carrier as applied to the parcel specifications and as applied 
to the origin zip code and the e x e mp l ary destination zip code. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of parcels sh i pp e d by any on e of a p l ural i ty of carri e rs , the 
method comprising: 

comparing each shipping rate for shipping a part i cu l ar parc el w i th each 
delivery service of a plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of a 
plurality of carriers to ship a particular parcel having particular parcel 
specifications w ith a shipping rate for shipp i ng th e particular parc el w i th each 
other delivery service of the plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier 
of a plurality of carriers to ship the particular parcel . 

30. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 29, said method further 
comprising: 

determining the delivery service and the carrier that offer [the]a lowest 
shipping rate. 
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31 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 30, said method further 
comprising: 

generating a report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the 
lowest shipping rate. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 31 wherein said report of the 
delivery service and the carrier that offer the lowest shipping rate comprises a 
visual display. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 31 wherein said report of the 
delivery service and the carrier that offer the lowest shipping rate comprises an 

■ 

audible announcement. 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 31 wherein said report 
comprises a visual display of a graphic representation of the delivery service and 
the carrier that offer the lowest shipping rate and of the lowest shipping rate. 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 31 wherein said report 
comprises an audible announcement of the name of the delivery service and the 
carrier that offer the lowest shipping rate and of the lowest shipping rate. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of parcels sh i pp e d by any on e of a p l ural i ty of carr ie rs , the 
method comprising: 

comparing each delivery schedule for sh i pp i ng a part i cu l ar parc el w i th 
each delivery service of a plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of 
a plurality of carriers to ship a particular parcel having particular parcel 
specifications with a delivery schedule for shipping the particular parcel with via 
each other delivery service of th e plura li ty of s e rv i c e s offered by each carrieraf-a 
p l ura l ity of carri e rs . 



37. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 36, said method further 
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comprising: 

determining the delivery service and the carrier that offer [the] an earliest 
delivery schedule: . 

38. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 37, said method further 
comprising: 

generating a report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the 
earliest delivery schedule. 

39. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 38 wherein said report of the 
delivery service and the carrier that offer the earliest delivery schedule comprises 
a visual display. 

40. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 38 wherein said report of the 
delivery service and the carrier that offer the earliest delivery schedule comprises 
an audible announcement. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 38 wherein said report 
comprises a visual display of a graphic representation of the delivery service and 
the carrier that offer the earliest delivery schedule and of the earliest delivery 
schedule. 

42. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 38 wherein said report 
comprises an audible announcement of the name of the delivery service and the 
carrier that offer the earliest delivery schedule and of the earliest delivery 
schedule. 

43. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels sh i pp e d by any on e of a plura li ty of carr ie rs , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions fe rthat when executed by the computer 
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system, would cause the computer system to displaying] to each particular user 
of a plurality of users A in response to a upon e ach us e r's request by the particular 
user to ship a particular respective package, a simultaneous preview of shipping 
rates fortho part i cu l ar usor to sh i p a particular package , said simultaneous 
preview of shipping rates comprising a carrier-specific service-specific shipping 
rate for each delivery service of a plurality of delivery services offered by each 
carrier of a plurality of carriers to ship the particular respective package 
according to a set of package specifications for the particular respective 
package, wherein each particular user accesses the computer system over a 
global communications network using a respective client computer device, and 
wherein each respective client computer device fuserl hav i ng an i ndiv i dua l 
ele ctron i c conn e ct i on is communicatively connected to the global 
communications network. 

44. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels sh i pp e d by any on e of a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions fe rthat when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to calculating^ for each particular 
user of a plurality of usersj upon] in response to a reguest by the particular 
userf each user's reguestl to ship a particular respective parcel, a shipping rate for 
each delivery service of a plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of 
a plurality of carriers , said shipping rate for shipping [a]the particula r respective 
parcel according to a set of parcel characteristics shipping rules for the particular 
carrier, according to a set of pricing rules for each particular delivery service 
offered by the particular carrier, according to a set of parcel specifications for the 
particular respective parcel and according to an origin zip code and a destination 
zip code , wherein each use r of the plurality of users accesses the computer 
system over a global communications network using a respective client computer 
device, and w herein each fuserl respective client computer device hav i ng an 
i nd i v i dua l e l e ctronic conn e ct i on is communicatively connected t o the global 
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communications network. 

45. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels sh i pp e d by any on e of a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions far that when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to determine[ing] A for each particular 
user of a plurality of usersj upon] in response to a request by the particular user 
e ach us e r's r e qu e s t to ship a particular respective parcel, a cross-comparison 
delivery rate schedule preview, said cross-comparison delivery rate schedule 
preview comprising a shipping rate, a delivery date and a delivery time for each 
delivery service of a plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of a 
plurality of carriers for shipping falthe particula r respective parcel , said shipping 
rate, delivery date and delivery time determined according to a set of parcel 
characteristics shipping rules for the particular carrier and according to a set of 
pricing rules and to a set of delivery schedules for each particular delivery service 
offered by the particular carrier according to a set of parcel specifications for the 
particular respective parcel and according to an origin postal code and a 
destination postal code , wherein each use r of the plurality of users accesses the 
computer system over a global communications network using a respective client 
computer device, and wherein each [userl respective client computer device 
hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on is communicatively connected to the 
global communications network. 

46. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for displaying to each 
particular user of a plurality of users[ upon 1 . in response to a reguest by each 
particular user to ship a particular respective package, oach us e r's r e gu e st a 
preview of shipping rates for the particular user to ship falthe particular 
respective package, wherein each particular use r of the plurality of users 
remotely accesses the computer system over a global communications network 
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using a respective client computer device, and wherein each [userl respective 
client computer device is communicatively connected hav i ng an ind i vidua l 
ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to the global communications network, said computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions fef that when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to calculate[ing] A for each delivery 
service of a plurality of delivery services offered by each carrier of a plurality of 
carriers^ a shipping rate for shipping the particular p ar c el respective package 
according to a set of parcel characteristics shipping rules for the particular 
carrier and according to a set of pricing rules for each particular delivery service 
offered by the particular carrier as applied to a set of parcel specifications for the 
particular respective package p areel- input by the particular user and as applied 
to an origin postal code and a destination postal code input by the particular user; 
and 

a set of program instructions far that when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to generating] an online cross- 
comparison display of the calculated shipping rates to a display monitor 
configured with the respective client computer device of the particular user. 

47. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 46, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions fe rthat when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to determining] a delivery schedule 
for each delivery service of the plurality of delivery services offered by each 
carrier of the plurality of carriers for shipping the particular respective package 
parc el. 

48. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 47 wherein 
the generated online cross- comparison display further comprises a schedule of 
delivery times for each of the delivery services for delivering the particular 
respective package. 



17 



Application Serial No. 09/684,869 



49. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for previewing shipping 
rates for shipping each of a p l ural i ty of parcel[s] to be shipped by [onel each 
respective user of a plurality of users accord i ng to a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs , wherein 
each user accesses the computer system over a global communications network 
using a respective client computer device, and wherein each respective liiserl 
client computer device hav i ng an i ndiv i dual ele ctron i c conn e ct i on is 
communicatively connected to the global communications network, said 
computer program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions fo r that when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to collecting] as parcel specifications 
for a particular respective parcel, a user input from one particular respective user 
of the plurality of users wherein said user input comprises[ing] at least one of: a 
package type, package dimensions, a_package weight, and a value of the 
particular respective parcel: 

a set of program instructions fo r that when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to collecting] from the particular 
respective user a user input of an origin zip code and an e x e mp l ary a destination 
zip code; and 

a set of program instructions for that when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to generating] an online comparison 
display^ to a display monitor configured with the luserl respective client computer 
device of the particular respective user, the online comparison display comprising 
a preview of shipping rates for a plurality of delivery services offered by a 
plurality of carriers for shipping the particular respective parcel, wherein said 
preview of_shipping rates afeis_calculated according to a set of parcel 
characteristics shipping rules for each respective carrier of the plurality of carriers 
and according to a set of pricing rules for each respective delivery service of the 
plurality of services offered by each particular respective carrier as applied to the 
parcel specifications and as applied to the origin zip code and the e x e mp l ary 
destination zip code. 
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50. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels sh i pp e d by any on e of a plural i ty of carr ie rs , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions fef that when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to compare[ing] each shipping rate for 
sh i pp i ng a particu l ar parc e l w i th each delivery service of a plurality o f delivery 
services offered by each carrier of a plurality of carriers to ship a particular parcel 
having particular parcel specifications w ith a shipping rate for sh i pp i ng th e 
part i cu l ar parc el w i th each other delivery service of the plurality of delivery 
services offered by each carrier of a plurality of carriers to ship the particular 
parcel . 

51 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 50, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for that when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to determining] the delivery service 
and the carrier that offer [the]a lowest shipping rate. 

52. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 51 , said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions fef that when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to generating] a report of the 
delivery service and the carrier that offer the lowest shipping rate. 

53. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 52 wherein 
said report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the lowest shipping 
rate comprises a visual display. 

54. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 52 wherein 
said report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the lowest shipping 
rate comprises an audible announcement. 
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55. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 52 wherein 
said report comprises a visual display of a graphic representation of the delivery 
service and the carrier that offer the lowest shipping rate and of the lowest 
shipping rate. 

56. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 52 wherein 
said report comprises an audible announcement of the name of the delivery 
service and the carrier that offer the lowest shipping rate and of the lowest 
shipping rate. 

57. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels sh i pp e d by any on e of a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions fo r that when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to compare[ing] each delivery 
schedule for sh i pp i ng a part i cu l ar parc el w i th each delivery service of a plurality 
of delivery services offered by each carrier of a plurality of carriers to ship a 
particular parcel having particular parcel specifications with a delivery schedule 
for shipping the particular parcel with via each other delivery service of th e 
p l ura li ty of s e rv i c e s offered by each carrie r of a plura li ty of carr ie rs . 

58. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 57, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for that when executed by the computer 
system, would cause the computer system to determining] the delivery service 
and the carrier that offer [the]an earliest delivery schedule. 

59. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 58, said 
computer program product further comprising: 
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a set of program instructions that when executed by the computer system, 
would cause the computer system to generateUng] a report of the delivery 
service and the carrier that offer the earliest delivery schedule.. 

60. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 59 wherein 
said report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the earliest delivery 
schedule comprises a visual display. 

61 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 59 wherein 
said report of the delivery service and the carrier that offer the earliest delivery 
schedule comprises an audible announcement. 

62. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 59 wherein 
said report comprises a visual display of a graphic representation of the delivery 
service and the carrier that offer the earliest delivery schedule and of the earliest 
delivery schedule. 

63. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 59 wherein 
said report comprises an audible announcement of the name of the delivery 
service and the carrier that offer the earliest delivery schedule and of the earliest 
delivery schedule. 
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